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EDUCATION — NATIONAL TEACHER AWARDS 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.09 am]: Western Australian educators 
finished top of the class at last week’s Australian Awards for Outstanding Teaching and School Leadership. 
Teachers and principals from this state were represented as finalists in each of the five national prize categories, 
and I am proud to say that two of our best took out national awards. 

Australian Primary Principal of the Year is Lee Musumeci, of the Challis Early Childhood Education Centre in 
Armadale. Ms Musumeci is an exceptional leader in her field, putting in place innovative ideas and programs at 
the Armadale school that help support families so that some of our youngest students are provided with the 
foundations they need to be successful at school. She has developed valuable partnerships with a range of 
community organisations to deliver services to families at the school, better supporting vulnerable youngsters. 
Challis Early Childhood Education Centre continues to lead the way in early childhood education. 

Australian Secondary Teacher of the Year is the second award that a Western Australian took home. Science 
specialist David Henderson from Rossmoyne Senior High School was recognised for his focus on providing 
engaging and unique learning experiences. Dr Henderson not only teaches science in a way that motivates and 
engages his students, but also focuses on helping them prepare for careers, as the careers and enterprise teacher 
at the school. He has established alliances with Rotary and Curtin University along with other science-related 
organisations to benefit his secondary school students. 

Also, last week, Westminster Primary School teacher Brooke Topelberg won the Prime Minister’s Prize for 
Excellence in Science Teaching in Primary Schools. Ms Topelberg has bypassed language barriers to teach 
science to migrant children and is credited with Westminster’s status as WA’s Science School of the Year in 
2008. Her innovative approach, using puppets and the school garden, combined with her enthusiasm, made her a 
worthy choice. 

Our teachers and principals deliver a first class education to young Western Australians and it is fitting that the 
achievements of these three teachers are celebrated. These highly prestigious national awards recognise their 
outstanding achievements. Our state’s finest educators are also Australia’s leaders in education, and our students, 
and their colleagues, benefit from their expertise. 
 


